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Two Civil Air Transport (CAT) pilots,' Captains' Stuart • E. Pew . . ..and.. •

• MTh .11...,Ricks, were . both . -apquitted by thp .7.01430: District Coort,:.y,stpr!
• day 61'2:manslaughter . charges in :connection :: with the crash ;land.ing at

• Linkon., last . .February 16, . in -. which 21 of the .63 persons aboard; along •
with a farmer on the ground wore killed.
Presiding Judge Tang

Chin-yia announced . the ac-
quittal at 4:02 p.m.

Neither- Dew, 45. of Home .
burL .Arkansas,„ . nor Hicks,:

of Hanibal, Ohio, was
present at the courtroom

:'when the verdict was announce
fd•	 •	 -	 .

Tang " and , two other
judges, who' made up . the

..threeeman . paid to try .the
two American Pilot's, entered

.the, courtroom at 4:01 p.m.
One minute later; the Presid-
big' judge announced: "Dew
ind Hicks are not-guilty." .•

He also ruled that neither
; American pilot, was respOnsie
ble . for any civil charges in

•connection with the accident,
•in which Hicks' wife was also

•*'.No . Coniment .
'When contacted " by - the

CHINA POST, Taipei District
Prosecutor Hen :: Cheng-chlh:•
'who 'Indicted Dew' and Hicks
last March 5, refused to corn-

*On the acquittal. . Nor
did he nay.'whethei he is go.
Ina to appeal to . the - Taiwan
High Court' against the ac-;

•quittal.	 • . • •
tinder : the Chinese law;

the prosecutor In charge can
tafake 'an appeal within 1(1
days after receiving the write
ten verdict. Be must also ape
peal, if requested by a victim,
or, the bereaved lamil3r of a
victim,'also *within 10 'dap(

I after the receipt of the Write
ten verdict: •	 .

The hit; CAT pilots were
• r.sacqui tted on 'grounds that: the

iecident occurred because of
"illusions" ,pilots • develop,'

r...:while 'flying on instruments.
Such "illusions". may occur to
any pilot, no matter how we!!

• he haa been 'trained, and
cafinot be prevented.	 .•

" 'The three•Judge pane!
found Dew not guilty because

. he gave Hicks proper warn-,;
big that the plane was not
maintaining a proper.altitude.

, .Hicks was at the, controls
"when the acciderit'ecturred. . S'

allluslowe .
The judges considered Hicks

innocent because he develop.
ed., "illusions" which might
cause him to misjudge....

The three judges based
their verdiot on the findings
of a'n investigation team or-
ganized' by the Chinese Air
Force.	 -•

The two . .pilots ... Issued
joint 'statement saying, ."We•
are gratified at the ,court's.
verdict' of not	 •

Though neither* :iif .. them'
was placed _Under'arrest,... they
have been forbidden' • to leave.
Taipei before the Case•Is..•.	 .

De* Was: :charged' "with
"conintiting an offense' by

: neglecting the degree of care
: required by his occupation
which has resulted . ' In the

: human death," Hicks was are
cubed . of "killing another
(man) negligently." . If con. •
victed, they' might be sentenc•
ed to five and WO . Year* JD

The trial began /auk
March 25 and was dosed once
May 27."It'ivas restarted July

— Both of • them': were the
first ;commercial pilots ..tried
on criminal charges. -..


